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Kiraniit's case soon attracts media attention,

Kiranjit was persuaded into an arranged marriag

e h 16 : ge by her family. Both her parents had
fied by the ime she was 16 she had to gjve yp studying and marry Deepak Ahluwalia. She
qnmigrates 10 London after the wedding,

. i The violence and humiliation started two days after
he wedding. Deepak’s manner changed dramatically. This marked the beginning of ten years
of violence, rape and sexual abuse; Deepak was so obsessed with controlling Kiranjit's behavior

(hat he even forba_de her to eat chilies or drink black coffee. She was not allowed to gooutto
e friends or family and was treated [ike a slave,

Deepak saw other women while he continued {

He did not want her “westernized’ and kept her in almost total isolation. Kiranjit was kicked,
punched and slapped, beaten with belts, shoes and pieces of furniture, threatened with knives
and hot irons and nearly strangled. Deepak also regularly threatened to kill Kiranjit. Deepak
forced Kiranjit to have sex with him and she subsequently had two sons. The boys were terrified
of their father and were also subjected to his violence. Kiranjit attempted to seek help from her

family, who merely told her to go back and be ‘a good wife’ and that it was her duty ‘to make
the marriage work”.

0 abuse Kiranjit on an almost daily basis.

Cultural and ethnic codes form the central tenets with reference to which identity is
constructed in individuals. In order to understand the manner in which ethnic consciousness
functions in a community, it is important to understand how culture functions in creating this
consciousness. In the essay “Cultural Studies: Two Paradigms”, Stuart Hall states that there
are two ways of conceptualizing culture, “The first relates *culture’ to the sum of the available
descriptions through which societies make sense of and reflect their common experiences . . .
the second emphasis is more deliberately anthropological, and emphasizes that aspect of
‘culture” which refers to social practices. . .. ‘Culture is a whole way of life™ (196). He further
argues that **Culture™ is not a practice; nor is it simply the descriptive sum of the “mores and
folkways™ of societies . . . It is threaded through all social practices. and is the sum of their
inter-relationships™ (197).

In the name of culture many women undergo violence in marriage life. In the movie
Provoked Kiranjit, to keep her culture and to protect her family’s name, tolerates inhuman
ortures at the hands of her husband. In the Indian culture women are taught to accept and
lerate their husbands however evil and bad they are. Kiranjit was born and brought up in a
fonservative Punjabi family where she is taught to be submissive to men. So when she is
*posed 10 inhuman violence at the hands of Deepak in London, she is unable to retaliate
against her husband because her culture blocks her from doing it. Even though Kiranjit lives in

London, o well developed and a metropolitan city, she is unable to assimilate the culture of the
0st lang.
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Kiranjit Ahluwalia is an important chapter in the book of world history. The trauma and
the depression she faced were enormous. By knowing about the facts and the issues about the
case one feels that women even in the twenty first century are not protected in their own
households. Women, worldwide, who face these kinds of abuse, are subjected to endogenous

hich in turn affects the character of the women. Even today in many societies and

depression W
he family members do not take

families, the abuse that is faced by women is not known and t

any action against the abuser.

In the final scene of the movie, Kiranjit cuts her long hair which is very symbolic. In
Indian culture women are made to believe that the length of their hair determines their beauty
and the hair is considered to be something that increases their beauty. But in reality length of
the hair, shape of the body or colors of the skin dose not determine a person’s beauty but the
way they treat the fellow human beings. By cutting her hair and wearing a comfortable western
outfit Kiranjit breaks the shackles of cultures and emerges out as an empowered woman.
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