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Role of Digital Transformation in Rural Education (India)

Mr. M. PREM

Assistant professor, Department of Commerce (Finance),
Mallamuthu Gownder Mahalingam College, Pollachi

Abstract

A nation's entire development is greafly influenced by the function that
education plays in the overall erowth of its citizens. One of the key industries
in the world that has seen dramatic shift recently is education. Digital
transformation in rural education is changing e way education is offered
and received in remote and poor regions in India. Digital transformation is
essential for changing rural education by utilizing technology to remove old
hurdles and improove leamming cxpericnces. This study explores the use of
digital fechnology in rural education systems, mcluding e-learning
platforms, and internet comnectivity. It investigates the potential of these
technologies for reducing the educational gap bebween rural and urban arcas,
ensuring fair access to quality education. The study found Hat, with the
correct techmigues, digital fransformation can ereatly improve educational
opprortunitics and outcomes in rural areas, enabling ereater inclusivity and
empowerment. This abstract discusses about importance of digital
transformation in rural education and Heir role in rural India.

Keywords : Digital transformation, Education, Digital Tools, Rural
Education.

Introduction

The integration of digital technologies into every aspect of the
educational system is a rapidly developing process known as "digital
transformation” in Indian education, which aims to improve leaming
outcomes and experiences. The implementation of technology in
education to improve curriculum delivery, expedite administrative
procedures, and promote mteractive, mndividualized leaming
experiences is kmown as digital transformation. This change is
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essential for India to address issues including teacher shortages, the
need for 2lst-century skills, and access to high-quality education
Government agencies, educational institutions, business leaders, and
legislators work together to digitally revolutionize rural education in
India

Adopting inmovation and a "digital first" mentality are part of this
cultural shift. In overall, digital transformation invelves more than
just implementing technology it also involves a shift in culture that
values creativity and a "digital first" mentality. It is a comprehensive
strategy that goes beyond discrete technological applications with the
goal of restructuring the company's fundamental operations and
improving its general agility, effectiveness, and customer-centricity.

Review of Literature

1. Pulkit (2020} describes the current educational framework in his
work. According to what he wrote, India is a major player in the
global education sector. The country is home to about 1.5 million
schools, enrolling over 260 million pupils, as well as over 500
institnbions and 65,000 colleges. However, there is a lot of room
for requires the structure of education to be continuously improved.
India has the largest population of tertiary age and the second-highest
graduation ability in the world, therefore the counbry's education
system is prepared for major growth in the years comes.

2. Korableva (2019) highlighted the advantages of online leaming
over conventional classroom instruction. Further research was
conducted to gain additional understanding of the two most recent
online platforms, MOOC and Course Era, in order to determine

which offers greater user convenience and the greatest knowledge-
based solution.

3. Jayesh M. Patel (2017) Many web-based applicaions, such as
Dropbox, Moodle, Glogster, Prezi, Twitter, and Diigo, can be utilized
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in the classroom for digital education. Despite their lack of
understanding, teachers and students are not taking the same steps
towards web-based digital learming, despite their shared interest init.
Students will find leaming engaging and motivated thanks to web-

based resources, something that traditional classrooms are unable to
achieve.

The ufilization of digital technology makes even dull subject
engaging and delightful, whereas teacher-centric approaches now
make learning uninteresting, even for interesting chapters.

Objectives

1. To know the Importance of the Digital Transformation in rural
Education.

2. To study the Role of Digital Transformation in rural education
development.

Research Methodology

The study is desaiptive in nature. The present study is based upon
the secondary sources of data; the secondary data was collected
through the literature, Books, research papers, research articles, and
various other publications. The main objective of this study is to bring
out the understanding of the important of digital transformation in
rural education and what role digitalization has playing in the Indian
rural education and development.

Importance of Digital Platforms for Rural Education

Equipping insttuctors with digital tools and abilies is another
essential component of blended learning success. Rural educators
have the chance to improve their teaching strategies and incorporate
technology into the classroom by taking use of online training
programs and resources.
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1. Access to High-Cmality Education : Digital tools can help close the
achievement gap between urban and rural students by giving them
remote access to professional instructors, online courses, and high-
quality educational resources.

2. Equal Possibilifies : By guaranteeing rural students' access to the
same educational possibilities as their urban counterparts, it helps to
close the gaps in leaming outcomes and professional chances.

3. Customized Learming : With the use of digital technology,
leamning can be made to be more individually designed to meet the
needs of each student, taking into account their various leaming

preferences and speeds

4 Empowerment of Teachers : Teachers can gain from professional
development via online courses, digital tools for lesson planming, and
access to instructional materials that increase their efficacy.

5. Future-Readiness : Since the world is becoming more digitally
literate, it is important to prepare rural youngsters for careers and
lifetime learming by teaching them digital literacy and skills at an
early age.

Digital Transformation Role in Rural Education

1. E-learning Platforms : Rural students can access a variety of

leamning resources and courses that might not be offered locally by
taking advantage of online courses and educational platforms.

2. Digital Libraries : Students can access a wide range of kmowledge
and study resources through e-books and online libraries.

3. Professional Development : To help educators improve their
abilities and adjust to new teaching approaches, digital platforms
provide training courses
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4. Virtnal Collaboration : Teachers can share materials and best
practices by establishing connections with professionals and peers
around the globe.

3. Intemet Conmectivity : It's critical to increase internet access in
rural areas. Enhancing broadband infrastructure through initiatives
contributes to closing the digital gap.

6. Devices and Tools : Ensuring that students have access to

reasonably priced laptops, tablets, and other digital devices allows
them to make use of online resources and educational tools.

India’s Major Education Initiatives

» DIKSHA is the couniry's digital infrastructure for offering high-
quality e-content for use in State and UT classrooms, together with
QF. code-enabled energized textbooks for use in all grade levels (one
country, one digital platform).

» There are currently 12 operational DTH channels in education and
22 operational SWAYAM PRABHA chamnels in higher education.
According to the Financial Year 2022-2023 budget anmouncement, the
12 DTH channels will be increased to 200 (two hundred) P e-Vidyva
DTH TV channels.

» The national MOOC platform, SWAYAM (Study Webs of Active-
Leaming for Young Aspiring Minds), offers credit transfer to
universities for courses in higher education. The National
Coordinators for SWAYAM school sector courses, which are offered
to students in grades 9 through 12, are NIOS and NCERT. A total of
10,431 courses are offered on the SWAYAM Portal, of which 257 are
from WNCERT and 431 are from NIOS. Over 34 lakh kids are registered
for WNIOS courses, and 4.1 lakh pupils are registered for NCERT
courses. (Ministry of Higher Education)
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Conclusion

India's education industry has rapidly expanded in recent years,
transforming the country into a hub of knowledge. The study clearly
states that the development of education infrastructure is essential for
the spread of digital education across the country. To summarize,
digital transformation is a potent catalyst for developing rural
education by increasing accessibility, boosting teaching and leaming
results, and creating inclusive educational settings. By tackling issues
and efficiently harnessing technology, we can ensure that rural
students develop in an increasingly digital environment.
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